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OVERVIEW OF THE
ACTION4AGRICULTURE
PROGRAMS
Action4Agriculture is a not-for-profit charity organisation
that seeks to:
(a) raise agricultural awareness.
(b) develop the leadership capability of the next
generation.
(c) engage with the community and
(d) inspire young people to consider careers in the
agriculture sector.
Each of these four objectives guide three inter-related
programs:
1.

Kreative Koalas: an action learning program for
primary school students. The cross-curriculum
priority of sustainability is used to explore ways
to work towards achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals in the local
context. This program is recognised by the
National.

2.

The Archibull Prize: a project-based learning
program for secondary school students to
explore sustainability issues through the lens
of agriculture. Students investigate innovative
approaches to problem solving in an industry
that requires multi-disciplinary knowledge and
skills and through the project they develop the
transferable 21st century skills that underpin
employability for the future of work.

3.

The Young Farming Champions: a development
program for young adults working in agriculture
that upskills them in leadership and career selfmanagement to establish an effective network of
career ambassadors for the agriculture industry.

Action4Agriculture is considered an experiential
career guidance program tailored for prep students
through to young adults (under 30 years of age) that
expands people’s knowledge, interests, and skills to
navigate the world of agricultural work.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this report is to identify how
Action4Agriculture impacted young people through
the integrated career guidance and development
activities central to the programs delivered in primary
and secondary schools in 2020.

METHODS
Action4Agriculture
undertakes
considerable
evaluation activities each year consisting of entry
and exit surveys to be completed by teachers and
students for both the Kreative Koalas program and
The Archibull Prize. The quantitative and qualitative
data collected in these surveys is now analysed to
understand the impacts of these programs on the
career development of young people. Copies of the
surveys are included in Appendix A.

SNAPSHOT
The Australian agricultural sector plays a crucial
role in the national economy. The sector directly
employs around 228,000 on-farm domestic
workers and contributes nearly $60 billion to
the nation’s economy.
In addition, over 1.5 million Australians are
employed in diverse industries servicing and
providing support to the agricultural sector
across the country, including manufacturers,
drivers, retailers, teachers, research scientists,
veterinarians, technology developers, biosecurity
officers and engineers.
The potential for the sector to grow into a
$100 billion industry over the next decade will
depend on its ability to work collaboratively,
grow sustainably, understand the needs of
future customers, unlock the value of new
technologies across the entire supply chain,
and attract people and capital.
Source
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KREATIVE KOALAS

SUPPORTIVE PROGRAM TO EMBED CAREER
GUIDANCE LINKED TO SUSTAINABILITY
CONCEPTS IN SCHOOLS.
Prior to entering the program 23 teachers completed
the entry survey. The overwhelming majority felt that
it was very important for their students to care about
several sustainability goals.

A total 693 students where directly involved in the
evaluation of 2020 Kreative Koalas’ program.
They were distributed in 22 groups of students
across 18 different school sites in Queensland and
New South Wales. On average, groups of students
investigated between 2 to 3 UN Sustainable
Development Goals within their program.

Despite the majority of teachers (N = 19) indicating it
was very important or extremely important to integrate
sustainability in to their teaching practice, 60% had
a moderate level of familiarity or less (moderately
familiar = 9, slightly familiar = 4, not at all familiar = 1)
with the Education for Sustainability definition from
the Australian Curriculum.
Other potential barriers for implementing a program
that brought the world of work related to sustainability
into the classroom included most teachers reporting:

•

That they had limited experience in finding
and developing classroom-ready resources in
Educating for Sustainability, and

•

Limited experience using the Sustainability Action
Process (65% of teachers).

Furthermore 65% had limited experience discussing
the UN sustainable development goals in the
classroom, only spending a “few times a year or less”
on these activities over the last few years. Over 50% of
teachers reported having limited:

•

Experience in knowing where to find resources
to help them implement the Sustainability Action
Process and

•

Understanding of how to use the Australian
curriculum cross-curriculum priority of
sustainability in their teaching program.

This is evidence of a knowledge and skills gap that
exists for teachers and that the Kreative Koalas
program actively addresses through the supports
offered.
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LINKING SUBJECTS TO WORK THAT ADDRESS
REAL WORLD ISSUES
Following their experiences of implementing the
program, teachers spoke about how the Kreative
Koalas program enabled them to embed the topic of
sustainability across several subject areas including:
geography, creative arts and design, science, maths,
agriculture, English, HSIE, religion.
Most importantly, as highlighted by the teachers, the
Kreative Koalas program allowed the connection
of classroom learning to real world challenges. This
allowed for exploration of several skillsets in relation to
the work that takes place ensuring a sustainable future
for all.
Some explanations offered by teachers are listed
below, these illustrate the linking of subject to the
world of work through the skills and tasks used.
I saw it as an opportunity to introduce students to real world
issues, support them to contribute to their communities
and balance individual learning needs and gaps.
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The Kreative Koala was embedded into the curriculum
through Science, English, HSIE, Visual and Creative Arts
and Math. The Math component was included as students
completed pie-charts on the statistics regarding the loss
of Koalas in the recent 2019 and 2020. This was a visual
learning component that allowed them to physically
comprehend the figures and their meanings. Students
researched the issue of increasing bushfires and found
that they are directly linked to climate change. They
charted the temperatures of the last 20 years on a line
graph and were able to comprehend the implications
for the environment and its wildlife in the coming years.
The Koala was be embedded in the geography program
looking at the impact of bush fires and urbanization on
the Koala’s habitat.
In Science we talked about heat transfer and explored
the heat that occurs during bushfires.
We chose to embed the Kreative Koalas program
across many KLA’s. We included persuasive writing
texts in our literacy blocks, collecting data and graphing
results in our maths blocks. We Included science through
the water testing and bug surveys. We also addressed
HSIE components with land care, water care and waste
reductions. We included aspects of Religion units by
addressing stewards of creation concepts. Art was
an obvious inclusion with design, colour matching /
blending etc.
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LINKING WORK IN SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT TO LOCAL PROFESSIONALS
Despite the significant restrictions experienced due to
COVID-19, 15 out of the 18 schools participating were
able to establish external collaborations with different
professionals in their local communities. This further
expanded students understanding of the world of
work as they learned about how people in different
jobs contributed to a more sustainable future.
We collaborated with Windsor Community Kitchen as
we wanted to feed the hungry and so after we made
our first food donations to them, they told us what we
should grow in our sustainable garden that would best
help them out for our ongoing donations.
We were lucky to have the opportunity to have a Zoom
meeting with farmer and environmentalist Karin Stark,
whose family uses renewable energy (solar) to power
their cotton and wheat farm. This was an extremely
valuable experience, as students were able to develop
their knowledge and understanding of how renewable
energy can be used in different communities for
different purposes.
Jane Lloyd-Jones from Hunter Local Land Services
ran a webinar on the Hunter River Turtle / conducted
talks about threatened species / organised Turtle day
with Dept of Planning, Industry and Environment Freddy and Pauline from the department ran talks on
local endangered species and participated in Turtle day
Andrew Steed from Aussie Ark - came along and spoke
about the HR turtle Australian Reptile Park. Tim Faulkner
gave a tour of the newly built HR turtle enclosures and
spoke with students Oz Harvest - we liaised with Allison
regarding the donation of a cooking kit.
The Young Faming Champions spoke with the students
about the Wool industry and how it is sustainable. We
had special guest speakers from farmers in the Gol Gol
region and collaborated with Teachers from Gol Gol
public school.

We partnered with the Medowie Foodway group. They
came to present to our students and provide them
with some very important information about hunger
in our community. From here we set about starting a
Tin Drive to support Medowie Foodway. We presented
over 150 cans to the program at the end of term 3. We
also collaborated with Melissa from Blue Boat Farm
Gate, an expert local organic grower. She taught us
about growing fruits and vegetables in a sustainable
way and gave us all the support and information we
needed to begin our Kindergarten vegetable garden.
Jane Lloyd-Jones from Hunter Local Land Services
has been a constant support to us - she donated two
wonderful compost bins for our students to use in
their Kindergarten Garden. We also partnered with
OZ Harvest through the FEAST program in Term 4.
Students engaged in 6 weeks of hands-on cooking
and learning about reducing food waste with the
wonderful resources from Oz Harvest and the amazing
support of our FEAST ambassadors.
We collaborated with Weddin Landcare (Melanie
Cooper), Lake Cowal Conservation Centre (Sally
Russell), Young Farming Champion (Marlee Langfield),
Murray Darling Basin Authority (John Holloway), The
Henry Lawson High School (Jillian Reidy, Ashley Kuhn,
Hannah Troth), Conron Stockrete (Joel Conron) and
Young Farming Champion (Emma Ayliffe) to broaden
student learning experiences, knowledge and
understandings.
Teachers from the local high school came to do
science and geography lessons that were linked to
the Kreative Koala topic but doubled as transition to
high school session for the year 6 students.

LINKING WORK IN SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT TO LOCAL INDUSTRIES
Further linking the Kreative Koala activities to local
industries, students explored sustainability concepts
within Agriculture (19 groups), Construction (3 groups),
Energy and Power (6 groups), Government (11 groups),
Media (6 groups), Scientific Research (8 groups), and
Volunteer organisations (1 group).
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KREATIVE KOALAS DEVELOPS LEADERSHIP
ABILITIES AND TRANSFERABLE SKILLS.
Kreative Koalas is leading to skill development,
empowerment and optimism for the future, and a
significant cultural shift to consider the environmental
impacts of personal actions. Twenty teachers
(91%) agreed or strongly agreed that students
gained significant leadership experience and
were empowered by participating in this project.
This observation was confirmed by the student’s own
accounts. Ninety-six percent of young people (N = 128)
reported experiencing a change in knowledge,
attitude, or behaviour (a little or a lot; either in school,
outside of school or both) attributed to participating
in Kreative Koalas.

Students were asked an open ended to question to
describe what these changes were for them. They
were able to give up to three responses and these
included:

20%

reported personal growth. This included
increased communication skills and
confidence to talk to others about sustainability,
better collaboration skills and caring for others, and
an increased ability to advocate for positive actions
that impact the environment.

20%

engaged in behaviours to reduce
electricity use and energy consumption
and increased understanding of the importance of
switching to renewable energy.

17%

reported increased awareness about
the impact of their actions on the
environment and commitment to action for improving
environmental outcomes.

15%
15%
14%
10%

reported they reduced their food and
water waste in general.
started growing vegetable gardens or
other plants at home.
reported greater awareness of the
importance of wildlife conservation.
reported engaging in recycling at home
and school.

In relation to their transferable skills development:

86%

of teachers stated that students
gained valuable skills in creative arts,
multimedia, and using digital technologies and
successfully generated great ideas.

82%

of teachers observed improvements
in
positive
interactions
and
communication between students.

82%

of teachers reported that students
were impressive in the ways they
collaborated in teams, listening carefully to one
another’s suggestions.

77%
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of teachers saw students being creative
problem solvers in their teams.
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MOST BENEFICIAL OUTCOMES:
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT, EMPOWERMENT,
AND CONNECTION WITH THEIR LOCAL
COMMUNITY
Teachers were asked an open-ended question about
the most valuable outcomes associated with the
program.
The responses were resoundingly:
(a) improved student engagement as displayed by
enthusiasm and interest in the project,
(b) empowerment as observed through student’s
realisation that they could link sustainability
concepts with actions they could take, and
(c) the connections built with a range of new career
influencers within their communities and working
to create change within the local context.

Some examples of these responses are listed below:
“It was a great way to bring our school and community
together following the traumatic events in our
community.”
“Bringing students together to complete a passion
project can be an empowering opportunity.”
“The opportunity of working with the students and
seeing their interest heighten as they became more
aware of the issues. Their enthusiasm to be proactive
in saving the Koala species was a real highlight.”
“The students were very excited about designing and
painting such a beautiful koala!”
“Student engagement and empowerment. They felt
their opinions were being listened to.”
“I love the student engagement. I love seeing the
students come alive when they realise they have a
voice and they can make a difference. I love to see the
students take ownership of the project and I love to
see the impact they can have and the reactions from
the local community.”
“The community action project. It is a hands-on
practical way for students to implement change in
their community.”
“I liked that the students developed an understanding
of sustainability and how important it is that they take
responsibility.”
“I have enjoyed watching the students who signed
up to do the program grow and flourish, as they push
each other to do their best.”
“The exciting opportunities for students to participate
in hands on learning. Looking at local issues that affect
us and how we can affect change.”
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BIG PICTURE

SYSTEMIC CHANGE

10. A MORE SUSTAINABLE AUSTRALIA

Australians balance our need to take natural resources to sustain our modern way of life with the need for our natural systems to function,
remain diverse and produce everything they need to remain healthy.

9. AGENTS OF CHANGE

Young people are promoting, championing and creating social and environmental change.

8. BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE

Young people design, deliver, monitor and evaluate community action projects that help Australia meet its SDG targets relating
to all people having sufficient and nutritious food all year (Goal 2), safe drinking water (Goal 6) affordable clean energy (Goal 7), building
resilientcommunities (Goal 11) responsible production and consumption (Goal 12), climate action (Goal 13) sustainably managing and
protecting marine and coastal ecosystems (Goal 14), reducing the loss of natural habitats and biodiversity (Goal 15).

OBSERVABLE CHANGES

IN PEOPLE OR SYTEMS AS A RESULT
OF ACTIVITIES

7A. YOUNG PEOPLE ARE EMPOWERED

Young people are empowered with knowledge and skills in
sustainability through intergenerational connection, conversations,
creative communication, project design and leadership
opportunities. This empowerment creates the opportunity for them
to be the change they want to see in the world.

7B. YOUNG PEOPLE ARE RESILIENT

Young people have a deep understanding of sustainable
development. They are resilient and adaptive They can
communicate sustainable development concepts with clarity
and confidence and set goals to achieve positive change as
environmentally engaged citizens.

6. CELEBRATION AND RECOGNITION – AWARDS AND EXHIBITION DAY

School teams who are finalists in each category participate in the awards and exhibition day. They meet teams from competing
schools,share their learning journeys with one another and are recognised for their efforts. Students and their teachers reconnect with
their Sustainability Ambassadors and are introduced to funder and sponsor representatives. Important dignatories mingle with and
congratulate the school teams.

5. IMPLEMENTATION – JUDGING TOUR

Students present their works to the Kreative Koala’s judge/s who visit every school. The Students talk about their experiences in their school
and local community, the jugde/s gain first-hand appreciation of student engagement and learning achievements through their projects.

4. IMPLEMENTATION – CREATIVE MULTIMEDIA REALISATION

ACTIVITIES

WHAT HAPPENS IN THE PROGRAM

Students work in teams to create their customised Koala artwork. multi-media outputs and a community action project.

3. RESEARCH – DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE, ASPIRATIONS, SKILL AND KNOWLEDGE
3a. Student teams research, investigate
and reflect on their theme from the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG);
the challenges for the community and
the opportunities for young people to
create a call to action.

3b. Sustainability Ambassadors go into
schools. They share their journey;
encourage conversations; inspire
students to act on the SDG they are
investigating and reflecting on.

3c. Students work with Sustainability
Ambassador to co-design a
community sustainability project they
then deliver in school &/ or in the
community.

2. ACTIVATION & PREPARATION

Schools gain an understanding of how to undertake their Kreative Koalas project. They receive their fiberglass koala, resource packs, paint
kits. They decide how they will achieve the compulsory tasks. Teachers across Year groups and KLAs coordinate and plan project-based
learning. Students form teams and work with teachers to plan tasks. Visits from Sustainability Ambassadors are planned.

1. AWARENESS

Schools find out about Kreative Koalas - Design a Bright Future Competition. They complete an expression of interest form. If they are
successful in satisfying the criteria, they are accepted into the competition.
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THE ARCHIBULL PRIZE
The Archibull Prize is a program that provides
sufficient flexibility that allows teachers to adapt
delivery in ways that benefit their students and
integrates opportunities linked to the local
context. Three case studies across different
school settings have been explored to better
understand how this tailored delivery of the
program impacts students career development.

REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

METRO ARTS HIGH SCHOOL

Teaching the students (as facilitated by completing
The Archibull Prize program) is important to their
individual development of skills for the 21st century
but also as local, national, and global citizens and their
relationship to the future of the environment.

A ‘call to action’ plan was established including
editorials, artworks and promotions about the issue
and the solution. Working with the Primary school
advanced the learning and message.

At the regional high school approximately 50 students
participated in The Archibull Prize. The program
utilised the subject areas of agriculture and the
creative arts and embedding this program within the
year 9 science and geography curriculums.
Within the program several topics that are influencing
the future of work in agriculture including:
(a) food security,
(b) food self-sufficiency,
(c) animal wellbeing,
(d) worker safety,
(e) sustainability,
(f) water,
(g) climate change, and
(h) biodiversity.
The program delivered involved collaborations with
several industry partners to deliver multiple opportunities
for investigation of the different work contexts and a
variety of jobs including policy and research groups,
the local regional council, farmers, and agronomists.
Students were introduced to the traditional owners of
the region. Student’s interest in agricultural careers were
raised as a direct result from the program.
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At the metro arts high school approximately 18
students participated in The Archibull prize. The
program utilised the subject area of the creative arts
and expanding their program into a collaboration
with a local primary school. A range of topics
discussed included:
(a) climate change,
(b) food and clothing waste,
(c) renewable energy,
(d) sustainability,
(e) textile waste, and
(f) environmental laws.
Integrated within The Archibull Prize program was
participation in an agriculture-based hackathon
that introduced students to entrepreneurial ways of
working. Students’ interests in career in agriculture
was significantly increased because of the program.
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the
EACH SHOOL RECEIVES
A LIFE SIZE FIBREGLASS
COW AND A YOUNG
FARMING CHAMPION!

CHAMPIONS
c�ect-c�aborate

REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Students have a strong understanding of how the
agricultural sector works – not just where food comes
from, but who grows it, who supports the people
who grow it, agriculture’s effect on the economy,
environment, technology, lifestyle and its relationship
to our health and wellbeing.

PRIZE

ARCHIBULL

The teacher involved noted the program helped
to significantly raise students interest in careers in
agriculture and expressed intentions to utilise the
program in the future. In particular, they were excited
to engage the Young Farming Champions from
Action4Agriculture the following year, stating;
The young farming champions are important role
models who show students all the exciting careers on
offer to young people in agriculture.

DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSFERABLE SKILLS TO
PREPARE STUDENTS FOR THE WORLD
OF WORK.
Teachers at each school site reported that through
this project students developed important skills for
navigating the future of work (Table 1). A sample of
students surveyed confirmed these observations
describing how their development was impacted
because of participating in the Archibull Prize Program.
(Table 2)

At the regional catholic school approximately
30 students participate in The Archibull Prize.
Unfortunately, covid restrictions prevented community
collaborations for this school.
To widen students understanding of the world of work,
the program utilised several subject areas including:
(a) English,
(b) Science,
(c) HSIE,
(d) Agriculture,
(e) Technology, and
(f) Creative Arts.
This allowed students to use a diverse range of skills
and explore a range of interests within the program.
Topics that were discussed included:
(a) climate change,
(b) biodiversity,
(c) biosecurity,
(d) animal wellbeing,
(e) sustainability, and
(f) regenerative agriculture.
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Table 1. Teachers report of student 21st Century Skills Development as a result of the Archibuill Prize
REGIONAL
HIGH SCHOOL

METRO
ARTS HIGH SCHOOL

REGIONAL
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

engaged with concepts like scientific and technological advances
in agriculture to equip them with the skills to make responsible
and sustainable choices about food, fibres and careers in
agriculture (Civics & Citizenship / STEM)

A lot more

A lot more

A lot more

developed a sense of local responsibility and global citizenship
through their investigations (Civics & Citizenship / Global
Citizenship)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

used and generated future focused solutions (Civics & Citizenship
/ Critical Thinking)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

developed project plans that included consideration of resources
and the steps needed for the development of their Archibull
(Planning & Organising / Collaboration)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

used processes to generate, develop and communicate their
designs, ideas and information (Planning & Organising /
Communication)

A little more

A lot more

A little more

used critical thinking in researching and presenting new
knowledge about agricultural issues (Critical Thinking)

Unchanged

A lot more

A little more

used ICT skills to investigate, undertake effective searches online,
create, communicate information about food or fibre production
(Communication)

A lot more

A lot more

A little more

using digital technologies through creative arts and multimedia
e.g. connecting or networking by blogging (Communication)

A little more

A lot more

A little more

experienced a range of learning styles

A lot more

A lot more

A lot more

creative problem solving i.e. solved problems, used critical and
creative thinking skills to generate and apply new ideas (Critical
Thinking)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

Project Based Learning i.e. investigated and responded to a
challenge, task or project which enabled them to pursue deep
real-world investigations (Critical Thinking)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

Personal and social capability i.e. students were responsible
for their own work and learning, they managed their learning,
monitored, reflected on and evaluated their learning
(Collaboration / Critical Thinking)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

established positive relationships (Collaboration)

A lot more

A lot more

A little more

persevered and handled challenging situations (Collaboration)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

initiative and enterprise i.e. students had opportunities to
innovate, be enterprising, practise value judgements and make
responsible decisions (Critical Thinking / Creativity)

A little more

A lot more

A little more

communication i.e. asked questions, sought advice, presented
viewpoints and discussed their Archibull tasks (Communication)

A little more

A lot more

A lot more

teamwork and cooperation i.e. shared experiences of cooperation
and contributed to groups and teams (Collaboration)

Unchanged

A lot more

A lot more

21ST CENTURY SKILLS
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Table 2. Student impacts from the Archibull Prize
REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
(N = 11)

METRO ARTS HIGH SCHOOL
(N = 9)

REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
(N = 16)

YEAR LEVELS PARTICIPATING

YEAR 9

YEAR 7 (6) AND YEAR 10 (3)

YEAR 7

GENDER

FEMALE = 4, MALE = 7

FEMALE = 6, MALE = 3

FEMALE = 8, MALE = 8

There are lots of opportunities for jobs and
careers in agriculture

83.3%

100%

68.8%

Careers in the agriculture sector can take
many pathways

91.7%

100%

68.8%

I understand more about STEM in
Agriculture

90.9%

100%

75%

I learnt something new

90.9%

100%

93.8%

It helped me meet new friends

90.9%

100%

62.5%

I had fun

90.9%

100%

87.5%

I enjoyed learning because it was creative
and involved art

72.7%

100%

80%

I enjoyed being part of a team

72.7%

100%

81.3%

I’m getting better at working together with
others

63.6%

100%

81.3%

I’m getting better at finding solutions to
problems

63.6%

100%

93.8%

I felt like my teammates valued my efforts

81.8%

100%

68.8%

Explaining ideas and sharing my
knowledge is getting easier

81.8%

100%

81.3%

I felt good being involved in making
decisions

63.6%

100%

68.8%

I felt more confident about myself

63.6%

100%

68.8%

I enjoyed learning about farming

90.9%

100%

93.8%

My ideas are more imaginative than before

45.5%

100%

62.5%

I liked coming to school because I was
doing the Archibull Prize

54.5%

100%

81.3%

I learnt how I can make a positive difference 81.8%
to Australia

100%

75%

I was surprised to learn there are lots of
careers in Agriculture

100%

81.3%

72.7%

Note. Percentages indicate the proportion of students that agree or strongly agree with the corresponding statement.
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IN PEOPLE
OR SYSTEMS
AS A RESULT
OF ACTIVITIES

OBSERVABLE
CHANGES

SYSTEMIC
CHANGE
BIG PICTURE

the

9. THE COMMUNITY VALUES AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURE
Australian farmers produce safe, affordable, nutritious food. Australian farmers operate profitable, climate resilient
farming systems. Australian farmers value indigenous farming principles.
8. INFLUENCERS, CHANGEMAKERS AND FUTURE AGRICULTURALISTS
8A. Young people;
8B. Young people make choices that
8C. Young people are excited by and
Have a collaborative mindset.
benefit people and the planet.
choose career opportunities in the
Are critical and creative thinkers.
agriculture sector.
Are confident communicators.
7. CELEBRATION AND RECOGNITION
Young people are confident to express their opinions.
The community values young people’s designs for agricultural systems and practices that are best for farmers,
consumers and the planet.
6. AWARDS AND EXHIBITION DAY
School team finalists participate in the Awards and Exhibition day. They meet teams from competing schools, share their learning journey
with one another and are recognised for their efforts. Students and teachers reconnect with their
Young Farming Champions and are introduced to sponsor representatives and dignitaries.
5. IMPLEMENTATION – JUDGING TOUR
Students present their works to The Archibull Prize judging panel. The students from schools shortlisted as finalists talk about their
experiences enabling the judge to gain first-hand appreciation of student engagement and learning achievements
through their projects.

ACTIVITIES
WHAT HAPPENS IN THE PROGRAM

4. IMPLEMENTATION – CREATIVE MULTIMEDIA REALISATION
Students teams develop their Community Action Plan Project Report, record their learning journey and create their
customised Archibull artwork. Students also have opportunities to create an animation/infographic and develop an individualised portfolio
of their 21st century learning skills.
3. IMPLEMENTATION – RESEARCH
3A. Student teams research, reflect on
their Global Goal, the challenges for
farmers and the community to meet UNSDG
2030 targets for agriculture for their Global
Goal and the opportunities for farmers
& community to work together. Students
work in teams to develop their Global Goal
Community Action Plan Project.

3B. Young Farming Champions go into
schools. They share their journey;
encourage 2-way conversations;
inspire students to aspire to careers
in agriculture.

2B. ACTIVATION
Schools identify community-based partners.
They receive their fibreglass cow, resource links, paint kits.
Visits from Young Farming Champions are planned based on
identified area of investigation.
Teachers offered tailored professional learning to
support their journey.

3C. Community experts go into schools
and intergenerational knowledge transfer
occurs.

2A PREPARATION
Teachers across year groups and KLAs identify subject
content knowledge and outcomes that will be applied
to the project.
Teachers plan how they will achieve the compulsory tasks
for project-based learning.
Students form teams and work with teachers to plan tasks.

1. AWARENESS
Schools find out about the agricultural project-based learning program The Archibull Prize.
Students and teachers identify the UN Sustainable Development Goal (UNSDG) they would like to take action on.
They complete an expression of interest form identifying curriculum and school strategic plan linkages.
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the

PRIZE

ARCHIBULL

THE ARCHIBULL PRIZE
PROCESS STEPS

No.1

USING CREATIVITY TO CONNECT AND INSPIRE YOUNG
PEOPLE AND THE COMMUNITY TO WORK TOGETHER TO
ACT ON THE U.N. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
THROUGH THE LENS OF AGRICULTURE AT A LOCAL LEVEL.

No.2

STUDENTS ARE GIVEN:
–
–
–
–
–

A life-size fibreglass cow.
Young Farming Champion.
Access to local community experts.
Resources and materials
U.N. Sustainable Development Goal challenge.

No.4

AWARDS AND
EXHIBITION DAY.

No.3

STUDENTS PRODUCE:

– Cow Artwork.
– Digital Learning Diary.
– Community Action Project Report.
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DISCUSSION AND
CONCLUSION
Action4Agriculture’s school-based programs support
the establishment of school-industry partnerships,
connecting young people with the world of work in
agriculture. Delivered to students K-12, these programs
were adapted by teachers to meet the developmental
needs of students and used to integrate a range
of subject interests and skills into project-based
learning activities. Teachers were empowered to
collaborate with local community groups, employers,
and organisations which meant the program activities
provide effective career guidance in ways that are
meaningful for students. It is promising, that in a year
where teachers reported significant challenges with
student’s engagement at school due to COVID-19
restrictions, that both The Archibull Prize and Kreative
Koalas programs successfully contributed to the
development of participants 21st century skills and
increased interest in careers in agriculture.
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